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The Clergy, 

The Family and friends of the Late Thomas Gaceri 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

On my behalf and that of my entire family, allow me to convey our 

condolences to the family of our elder, Mzee Thomas Gaceri.  

 

The Bible in Matthew 7, enlightens us about living a fruitful life; “Ye shall 

know them by their fruits…..Even so every good tree bringeth forth good 

fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit”. The life of Mzee Gaceri 

certainly bore many fruits but most of us in this church can relate to two key 

elements – his parenting as reflected in the amiable character of his children 

and his family’s love for the church and the community in which they reside. 

As an individual, I have been privileged over several years to share with 

Mzee Gaceri’s family especially his children - Father Safari, Mr Franco 

Mugabe, Mr. Joseph Mugisha, and Mr. Salam. I can bear testimony to their 

exemplary hard work to whatever task they engage in, their good character, 

fraternal spirit and commitment to their faith, which I believe all reflect the 

values that Mzee Thomas Gaceri espoused.  

 

As a parishioner of St. Balikuddembe Catholic Parish, Buloba; I am not 

certain there is anything else that reflects Mzee Gaceri’s dedication to his 

church than the very existence of this Catholic Parish. This area had a sub-

parish located in Tomi, and we floated the idea of expanding the church 

structures. We therefore invited His Eminence Cardinal Emmanuel Wamala 

for a ground breaking and fundraising service.  
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However, Cardinal Wamala did not like the idea of locating the envisaged 

bigger church in Tomi, which is a mile away from the main road. Cardinal 

Wamala subsequently approached the family of the Late Gaceri, especially 

our good friend, Mr Joseph Mugisha, for some land to locate the envisaged 

new church with only an acre in mind. Yet, the Family of the Late Gaceri 

gave the church, not one but 2.58 acres and at no cost. The new location also 

has a commanding height in the area and is comparatively more accessible 

since it is by the main road.  

 

Fellow congregants, the contribution of Mzee’s Gaceri’s family to the 

Catholic Church did not stop at them having their own son, Father Safari as a 

priest, and donating the land; the family has further supported the 

construction of the parish church.  

 

Sir Winston Churchill is reported to have said; “the empires of the future are 

empires of the mind”. I will add that whenever we see something completed, 

we must recall that there were visionary minds behind it. I also recall the 

words of the pioneer Parish Priest, Father Edward Ssebuliba
1
, during the 

inauguration of the Parish in 2014; “every big thing they see started as small 

things…” Therefore join me in thanking God for the visionary leadership of 

Cardinal Wamala and the generous support of the family of the Late Gaceri 

that have enabled the existence of the St. Balikuddembe Catholic Parish – 

Buloba. 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1342053/kampala-archdiocese-unveils-60th-parish 
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Mzee Gaceri run his race and a good one at that. I encourage each one of us 

to emulate his example. As Parents, let us nurture our children to reflect our 

true religious values.  As individuals, let us rededicate ourselves to the church 

and its work in the endavour to contribute to a peaceful and prosperous 

nation.  

 

Lastly, I believe that Mzee Gaceri would be best pleased by us completing 

the construction of the Parish Church to the standard that reflects his vision 

and purpose. Let us all remain engaged in the service of our church and our 

community. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon him.  

May Mzee Gaceri rest in everlasting peace!  

 

Thank you for listening to me. 


