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SPEAKING NOTES FOR DR LOUIS KASEKENDE AT THE 

FUNERAL SERVICE OF THE LATE CHRIS KASSAMI IN 

FORTPORTAL 

 

Your Excellency, President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, 

The widow, Mrs Podi Kassami, and the entire Kassami Family, 

Hon. Ministers and Members of Parliament present, 

Permanent Secretaries and Heads of Government Ministries, 

Departments and Agencies (MDAs), 

Fellow mourners in all your distinguished capacities, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I have been requested by the Kassami family to speak as a friend of 

the late Chris Kassami. This is a request that I whole heartedly 

accept with honour. However, since my friendship with Chris 

Kassami started from a professional contact, I will start by 

conveying a message of condolence from the Bank of Uganda. 

On behalf of the Governor, Board, Management and Staff of Bank of 

Uganda, I convey our condolences to Mrs Kassami, the children, 

relatives and friends of our departed comrade, the late Chris 

Kassami. 

 

As we have all heard, the Late Chris Kassami has had an illustrious 

career dedicated to the service of our country, Uganda. In Mr 

Kassami, the Bank found a clear headed partner; one that 

facilitated robust fiscal and monetary policy coordination, and one 
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who in several instances, offered much desired support to the 

Bank’s execution of its mandate, even in instances where this 

unambiguous focus would “rub some people the wrong way”.   

 

Now to the Chris Kassami I knew very well!  

I met Chris in 1986 when I joined the Bank of Uganda. At that time 

unlike now where computers are readily available, the only 

organisation I knew that had computers was the Ministry of 

Planning. So we had to always make the quite-humbling journey to 

Uganda House where the Ministry of Planning was situated.  Chris 

welcomed us to use the facilities but we moved beyond the use of 

computers to engaging in deep debates that were aimed at crafting 

a policy framework that could underpin the recovery of Uganda’s 

economy.  

At the time, one question that featured in the deliberations was – “is 

it always a question of money and would the economy get back to 

its feet (including full capacity for industries) if we supplied money 

in abundance?”   

I even remember some people advocating for a German-like 

“Marshall Plan” that had been implemented after the Second World 

War. Chris Kassami always came out strongly to guide that, 

absorption of money would be a constraining factor and that fixing 

the economy required a broader set of tools beyond just monetary 

expansion. Therefore, the Chris that I knew was a highly 

knowledgeable person in development economics. No wonder, that 
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Chris Kassami who loved his Economics profession, instituted an 

award for the best student in economics at Vienna College. 

 

I therefore, without any risk of misrepresentation, can say that the 

country’s well enumerated achievements over the last two decades 

greatly benefited from the intellectual brilliance, clear-headedness 

and decisiveness of Mr Kassami. Whenever there was contestation 

on a policy matter, Mr Kassami left no grey areas as to where he 

stood on any particular issue. 

In the over 30 years that I have known Chris Kassami, he had one 

critical anchor – safeguarding reputation and integrity. That is the 

protection of the reputation of the institution he worked for, and his 

own personal reputation. He always reminded us about the 

responsibility and crucial importance of maintaining integrity in all 

our pursuits. 

 

Chris Kassami always strongly defended things he believed in. I 

remember a time when the Government of Uganda appointed a five-

man team to undertake a benchmarking trip to Ghana, Malawi and 

Mauritius, regarding the efficacy of the then proposed liberalization 

of the foreign exchange market. The said team that included Dr 

Kaberuka (President’s office), Mr. Keith Muhakanizi, the late Chris 

Kassami  and I, was led by Dr Ezra Suruma. 

During that trip, we had riveting debates but I vividly remember 

Chris Kassami emphasizing his stance that we should not only look 

at the liberalization of the foreign exchange market for its own sake 
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but appreciate the wider implications. Chris strongly defended his 

position whenever it was queried and I must say, it remains one of 

my most memorable professional trips.  Chris Kassami effortlessly 

combined focus on the serious assignment with fun, and his 

remarkable arsenal of jokes came in handy to calm the often tense 

atmosphere.  

 

At an even more personal level, I and my family have very fond 

memories of Mr Chris Kassami through whom we became friends of 

his wife, Mrs Podi Kassami, and the entire family. We were 

privileged to share ideas, personal challenges, and of course the 

great meals and “light evenings”.  

Chris Kassami invited my entire family to Fort-portal for a 

Christmas vacation, where we enjoyed his unreserved generosity, 

never allowing me to spend a coin, yet facilitating our enjoyment of 

the sights and sounds of this beautiful place - Fort portal. He 

turned us into local tourists to such places as Lake Ndali. During 

that memorable trip, Chris enabled my first visit to this Virika 

Cathedral; I got introduced to the Bishop and subsequently received 

the bishop’s blessings. The Chris I knew was a man dedicated to his 

God and his faith. 

Chris Kassami was a caring friend like no other.  When my dad 

suffered a stroke, Chris was one of the people that provided wise 

counsel and assistance on how best to handle my Mzee including 

recommending a nurse that had previously looked after his own 

dad, to provide the requisite care for my Dad.  
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To you Mrs Kassami and the close family, May the good memories 

of Mr Kassami’s love and rich legacy comfort you now, and in the 

times ahead!  

To you Chris, Fare thee well, my friend! May God grant you eternal 

rest! 

 

Louis Kasekende (PhD.)  

DEPUTY GOVERNOR 


