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Our Main Celebrant, My Lord Bishop Paul Semwogerere 

The Executive and members of the St Mathews Catholic Community 

Invited guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Management and Staff of the Bank of 

Uganda, I wish to welcome Bishop Semwogerere to the Bank of Uganda and 

in particular to the family of the St. Mathews Catholic Community.  

My Lord Bishop, your visit to the Bank is symbolic given the tiding of events. 

You are visiting us on the eve of the visit to Uganda of His Holiness, Pope 

Francis. You are also visiting the St Mathews Community at the onset of the 

festive and Christmas season. Both of these memorable events carry a similar 

message to us. 

 

In his widely circulated video communication ahead of the visit to Kenya and 

Uganda, Pope Francis relayed in my view, four key messages. One, a message 

of reconciliation, forgiveness and peace; two is the teaching of caring for one-

another especially those in need and respecting the dignity of every man and 

woman. Third, is the rallying call for us to engender mutual understanding 

and respect as members of one human- family. Fourth and critical to me as a 

policy maker, is his love for the youth, an ever increasing segment of our 

population. 
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Pope Francis’ message resonates with the original ideals of the Christmas 

season, mainly a reminder and celebration of God’s great love for us all, and 

the embodiment of truth, love and hope. All these are critical elements in 

safeguarding social-economic stability and a critical reminder of the 

“oneness” of the human race irrespective of faith, tribe, gender or level of 

education attainment. 

 

In addition, the Pope’s message speaks to the present challenge of investing in 

the young people in order for Africa to harness the dividend that its fast 

growing population possesses. Here at the Bank of Uganda, the seasons’ 

message and that of the Holy-see implore us all, to diligently execute our 

responsibilities with fairness, honesty and integrity, and to ensure that the 

resulting policies and actions benefit the country as a whole.  

 

These messages also beseech us to reflect our Christian values and beliefs in 

our day-to-day actions and the way we relate with other members of the 

community. Indeed, these ideals are truly reflected in the Bank’s core values 

of accountability, commitment, ethical behaviour, excellence, transparency 

and teamwork. Our Holy Father has also most recently expressed his concern 

about “financial speculators”, a phenomenon that we continually deal with in 

our foreign exchange market, and the need to address climate change 

challenges in our quest for sustainable development. 
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The message of supporting those in need is a timely reminder of Philippians 

2:4, where each individual is called to “look not only to his own interests, but 

also to the interests of others”.  

I dare to say, that the BoU Catholic Community and the Bank at large has 

attempted to live true to this calling even within the resource limitations. In 

2015, we have supported numerous causes as part of our caring outreach and 

Corporate social responsibility as an institution, through the projects of the 

rotary movement, support to the Bakateyamba home in Nalukolongo and the 

expansion of Nandere Seminary in Kasana-Luwero Diocese, to mention but a 

few. We pledge our continued sacrifice in terms of time, skills and financial 

support to endeavours of the church and the community, whenever feasible. 

 

Finally, let me take the opportunity to thank you most sincerely, Bishop 

Semwogerere for your many years of service at our mother church - Christ the 

King Church. I believe your illuminating sermons could have played a pivotal 

role in the birth of the St Mathews Community at the Bank of Uganda.  

In a special way, I thank you, Lord Bishop, for celebrating today’s mass with 

us, for your wise counsel and words of encouragement. We are truly blessed 

and enriched by your message. 

Allow me also to wish each one of us, God’s blessings and spiritual renewal 

through the visit of Pope Francis, and the very best of the festive season. 


